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- | To the moſt 
I, LUSTRIOUS PRINCESSE 


Her Royal Highneſs 


MARIE 


PRINCESSE OF 


GREAT BRITAIN 


AND 


ORANGE. 


Is A A [2 A M 5 


; ' He Deſign of this Sermon being to poſſeſs the minds of 


His Majeſties SubjeRss, with ſuch a juſt and awtul ſenle 
of the Divine Original, and Supreme Dignity of Kings as may 
keep them within the bounds of their Duty and Allegiance to 
their natural Soveraign, Your Royal Highreſſes moſt Glorious 


Father now raigning,T have been encouraged ro make it pub- 
lick : and ſince the Glory of God, for which Your Royal High- 

' zeſs has {0 great a Concern , and the ſervice of the Crown, to 
which You are ſo nearly Related, and which ought to be the 


ſtudie as it is the Duty of every true Engliſh-raan, are the ſole 
ends both of Preaching and Publiſhing it , I have taken the 
confidence in all Humility to preſent it to Your Royal Highneſs 
not out of any opinion of its Worth, but as a Teſtimony of my 
Loyalty and dutiful afeRtion to my Prince, and of that pro- 

A 2 found 


found Veneration which T have for thoſe divine Excellencies , 
wherewith God hath abundantly enriched Your Royal High- 
eſs, and which exact the utmoſt adoration: that can be paid 
by one mortal to another , and whereby You are raiſed as 
much above others of an inferiour quality in the higheſt exal- 
tation of every Vertue as. you excel them in the High and 
Royal Dignity of Your Birth. 'This, MAD AM, is the ſenſe. 
of all the World that have but ſo much as heard of Your Roya/ 

Highneſs, and your exemplary Piety , and conſtant attendance 
upon the publick Worſhip of God , and humble demeanor at 
it, the regular and uninterrupted courſe of Your private De- 
votions., your ſincere affettion to the Church of Ezglazd ; 
Your Princely Charity and Liberality to the aMicted, Your 
great Humility , Courtiſy and Afability towards all, and 
what ever is admired by the beſt men, or can render a Perſon 
Excellent and Iluftrious in the Eyes of the World, and which 
ſhine forth every day more and more in your Royal Highneſs 
with a great luſtre ; all theſe ſhew that the World 1s not miſta- 
ken in the high opinion it has of Your Royal Highneſs, and that 
all that can be ſaid of Your Vertues and Perfettions will come 
tar ſhort of the truth : and thoſe ſtrangers who have only heard 
of chem by common report, when they come to be never ſo 
little acquainted with the truth of things, will be as much con- 
founded, as the Queen of Sheba was when ſhe came her ſelf 
and heard the Wiſdom of Solomon , and ſaw the Glory of his Court, 
2, Chro. 94.4. there will be no more Spirit left in them, 


All theſe divine Graces and Diſpoſitions of the Soul together 
with all other bo::: moral and intellectual Accompliſhments , 
whether natural ar acquired that are any where to be found 
among mankind, being united in Your Royal Highneſs, and 
joyned to the Reauties and PerfeQions of a Body, fit for the 
Reception and Habitarion of fo heavenly a Gueſt,with a carri- 


«ge and deportment compounded of Humility, Goodneſs and 
Ma- 
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CTACC., 


That Goodneſs which is ſo natural to all your Auguſt 

' Family , and of which Your Koyal Highneſs has ſo great a 

ſhare, forbids me to diſpair of Your Highnefſes Pardon for 

this great preſumption , or of Your favourable acceptance of 
this mean but fincereit Demonſtration of my being, 
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MADAM, 


— — - 


Tour ROYAL HIG HNESSE'S | ; 


ZÞ SITE SERGE 2s 


"a h303 bas uy 


mot Humble and Devoted Servant , 


F REAMEEA 


To the Right Worſhipful, the Fellowſhip of 
ME#RCHANTS ADVEN TURERS 
f 


ENGLAND | 


In all the Places of their reſidence, and more particu- 
larly to that Part of it reſidingat DOR T. 


RIGHT WORSHIPFUL, 


"F*HE uſual Apologie which is made by thoſe who are willing 


to appear in Print , but would not be thought ſo ; is either 

the importunity of Friends , or the commands of Superionrs. 
Nothing of all this was the cauſe of Publiſhing this Sermon. TI 
was neither importuned to it by Friends , nor commanded by Supe- 
riors, nor was I deſirous tobe ſeen in Print. But there were othey 
more weighty reaſons which moved me to it. When I was ſpoke to, 
preſently after it was Preached,by a very Worthy and Loyal Perſon, 
fo let it be Printed, I rejetted the motion , as being conſcions of the 
meanneſs and careleſneſs of the Dreſs, and other defefts which tho 
they might paſs well. enough in the delivery, yet were unfit to come 
abroad in the World. But when I conſider d the many virulent Li- 
bels that have been lately ſcatter'd abroad, and tranſlated into ſeve- 
ral Languazes , that the Poy{an might have more room to diffuſe 
its malignity to the diſhonour of God , the ſcandal of Chriſtianity, 
the defamation of the beſt of Kynes, to the ſtirring up of Rebelli- 
on, and to the ſubverſion of all 5overnment, by men whoſe immora- 
lities and offences azainſt God, and whoſe 'Treaſoas againſt their 
Prince, are of ſuch a Proiizious Magnitude, that they diſpatr ever 
of obtainins Pardon , either from the one or the other, and whoſe 
crimes of all forts, they are per{waded themſelves are > great al- 
ready , that they cannot be fate , ba: by attempting greater ; 
Tthonght I conld not do amore acceptable piece of Service, at this 
Jupitnre 


jiricrure of tiree, io © 06, my Prince, and ny Native Country, than 
>) 
Authority of Kings , the dignity and ſacredneſs of their Perſons , 
ad the unconditional obedience due to them from their Subjefts ; 
which three points ( upon which the ſafety of all Government de- 
penas) are fo clearly proved,anud made ſo plain to every vulgar capas 
city; chat noe can have any reaſon to doubt of the truth and certainty 
of what 7s here :fierted ; and I make no queſtion, but will leave ſuch 
an impreſſion of duty and loyalty upon the minds of all unprejudiced 
perſons, and who are not obſtizately reſolved to be deceived to their 
own aeftruttion, as will help to confirm all true Chriſtians and good 
Subjects in the honour and reſpett which they have for their Prince : 
and to recover it where it has been debauched, or corrupted by impious 
anda Anarchical Principles and Lottrines of men, who by their fre- 
quent reſiſting the truth, and the convictions of their own conici- 
ences, feem to be given over by God to ftrong deluſions, to be- 
| lieve a lie, and toa reprobate mind to do thoſe things that are 
not convenient, being filled with all unrighreoulnglbal who(it 
7; to be fear'd) have involved themſelves in the ſin againſt the Holy 
G hoſt. 

There is only one thins more which 1 ſhall add concerning the Ori- 
£inal Power , which is the point that is handled in the enſuing di- 
{courſe ; that what ever right the People have in the choice of their 
own ruler, ia an Eleitive K inodom, it can acver be proved that they 
came juitly by it, * or that they can reſume it into their own hands, 
when ever they have once parted with it ; bit it is moſt certain they 
can pretend to no ſuch right where the Crown is Hereditary and aert- 
vea oy a long and regular ſucceſſion for many generations, and by im: 
memorial preſcription in any one Familie , which is ihe {tate of the 
Emnglith Noaarchie. 


by Publiſhing a di{courſe, how mean ſoever , concerning the Divine 


* Cum Valertinianus omnium futfrigio eligcrecur Imparator, & infignia Laperii fuſer piTors 
vac forantibus militibus , ur alrerzm fb! Imperit Conſortorem a2djungerets Veſts guide, 
i Gq it, Arbitriifiert, Commnlitore., ut me Inperatorem veſftirumn el/zerets; , ſed pofica quan e- 
71.5 id quod petitic, met arbitriieft, no4 veſts, Et v0 quideia tangaam ſubditos nv. 
elere d.cet s me vero wipote Impardterem, quid agendum fit ſpea i» Scum. HA 
Excich. lib Go C57 6? Vt0# 
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Upon theſe conſiderations I have thought fit to publiſh this Sermon, 
and have prefixt your Names before it, thereby to teſtifie to the world 
your Eminent Loyalty and Afﬀettion which you have alwates ſhowed 
to your Prince, and to encourage others to follow your example : a7::! 
to give ſome demonſtration of my gratitude for the particular obliga- 
tions T have to your Society, which that it may at length be reſtored 
(by the favour and clemency of our moſt Gracious Prince, (whom God | 
long preſerve) to its antient flouriſhing condition, and may for ever 
continue in the ſame to the Glory of God, the Flonour of the Kzne, the 
Encreaſe of Trade, and the Renown of the Engliſh Nation , # the 
Prayer of- | 


PF 


RIGHT WORSHIPFUL, 


Your Worihips moſt faithful Servant, 


AUG. FREZER. 
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(1) 
THE 
DIVINE ORIGINAL 
AND THE 


SUPREME DIGNITY 


OF 
K I N G S, 
No defenſative againſt Death. 


Plalm 82.6, 7,8. I have ſaid ye areGods, and all of you 
children of the moſt High : But ye [Pall die like men , and 
fall like one of the Princes. arife0 God judge the earth,for 
thou ſhalt inherit all Nations. 

- 21 Fa Sparrow which is ſold forleſs than 
FeARS = atarthing, or (which is of leſs conſide- 
| A ration than a Sparrow) if a hair of our 
heads falls not to the ground without 


then certainly the death of Kings, who 
are not only the Image of God atter a 


' more excellent manner than other men, but Gods them- 


ſelves , does not happen but by an extraordinary ap- 


pointment, and without being attended with a train cf 


unuſual conſequences, in relation to the peace and well- 
fare, not only of their own Subjects, but of all the Natt- 
ons that are round about them. 

To pull down and to exalt, to plant and to root up 
Kingdomes, or to remove the Crown from one Head to 
another, as it 15 a ec" which God has <—_— to 

11m- 
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the dire&ion of our heavenly Father, 
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(2) 
himſelf,fo he never puts it in execution,but he gives ſome 
manifeſt tokens of his Kindneſs or his Diſpleaſure againſt 
« v.96 og And therefore when ever ſuch changes come 
to pals, the minds of men are fil'd, (as 1t were by a Divine 
and ſupernatural inftint ) with different apprehenſions 
of fear or hope, of joy or ſorrow for the event, in propor- 
tion to the Benefits they have enjoyed, or the Evils they 
have ſuffer'd under the former Government, and which 
they are like to expe& under that which ſucceeds. There 
was never any Prince ſo wicked or cruel but the tniſeries 
that have enſued upon his Death or Removal, either for 
the want of an Heir, or by the excluſion of him to whom 
the Right of Succeſſion aid belong , have given the Sub- 
jeas abundant reafon to lament his lofS. Bur the death of 
a Tuſt, a Wiſe, and a Mereiftil Prince, is a Loſs that ts not - 
to be valued, and can never bes ſufficiently reſetited; and 
ought to be lookt upon as an Argument that God is not 
very well pleaſed with that People, who are more imme- 
diately concerir'd in it. The conſideration whereof ought 
to humble them under the mighty hand of God for thoſe 
{ins which may have occaſion'd it, to fee if by any means 
they may prevent the evils which they have reaſon to ap- 
prehend may be the effeQs of it. 

This ſeems to be the caſe at preſent of that Nation to 
which we belong. It has pleaſed God to deprive us of a 
King whoſe eminent Endowments gave him a juſt right 
tO all thoſe Titles which are uſually given either of courſ 
or out of Complement to other Princes. He might be 
truly ſtiled, as he was indeed, the Father of his Country, 
and the Nurſing Father of the Church amongſt us, and 
(which was his Antient and peculiar Title)The Defexder 
of the true Faith, and the Protector of all thoſe that were 
vericcuted for it, Whoſe Clemency , Juſtice , Wiſdom , 
and 


(3) 


and all other Virtues and Qualifications neceſſary in a 
Prince, were ſufficient to procure him the love and vene- 
ration of the moſt ſavage and barbarous Nations, and 
which were juſtly admired þy all thoſe Forreigners that 
ever had the happineſs to converſe with him , and who 
underſtood how to ſet a right value upon thoſe Divine 
PerfeCtions that ſhined moiſt conſpicuouſly in him , and 
which were not to be parallel'd by any other Prince in 
the whole World , ſo that it might truly be {aid in rela- 
tion to him, what Fram King of Tyre {aid of Solomon, 
2. Chron. 2, 11. becauſe the Lord loved his People , he made 
him Kzng over them: and then the natural conſequence 
that can be drawn from the loſs of ſuch a Prince will be 
this, that becauſe God was angry with his people, there- 
fore he hath taken him away trom them:which is threat- 
ned by God , andis always verified either in the violent 
or immature death of all Princes in general , and much 
more in the death of a good Prince : or {oSamuel tells the 
People of 1/rae!, 1.Sam. 12.25. that if they did wickedly 
they ſhould not only be deſtroyed themſelves , but God 
would deſtroy , and take away their King for their ſakes. 
Lam. 4.20. And the Breath of our noſtrils, ſaid the Pro- 
phet Jeremy , the Anointed of the Lord, i taken in their 
nets, or, as the Septuagint render it, # taken away for our 
fins. So that it is plain : God 1s many times provoakt to 
deprive a Nation of a good King for the wickedneſs of his 
People, who do not deſerve any longer to enjoy the Be- 
nefits of his happy Government. And whether we have 
not deſerved ſuch a deprivation will not be hard to judge, 
if we refle& upon the time paſt, and conſider how un- 
thankfully we have abuſed our proſperity, and all thoſe 
bleſſings which the Nation has enioyed ever ſince the 
happy Reſtauration of our late Soveraign of bleſſed me- 

B 2 mory 


(4) 


mory , and above all, how his greateſt and moſt un- 
wearied Endeavours to preſerve the juſt Rights and Li- 
berties of his SubjeQts, and to maintain the Religion by 
Law eſtabliſhed have been aſpers'd with groundleſs jea- 
touſies and ſuſpicions of Popery and Arbitrary Govern- 
ment. And would it not be juſt with God to deprive us 
with our King of all thoſe Bleſſings, and of that Govern- 
ment which have been ſo ſhametfully abuſed and tra- 
duced by us. Certainly if things fall out otherwiſe, 
it is more then we re! Th or can expe&, eſpecially 
when we conſider the endeavours that have been 
uſed to exclude the lawful Heir, our preſent Sove- 
raign, from that Right to the Succeſſion which God 
and Nature had given him, who is now ſeated 1n the 
Throne in ſpite of his and the Kingdom's enemies, and 
who has it in his power (if his approved, his inſuperable 
Goodneſs and Generoſity would give him leave) to re- 
{ent and revenge the wrongs that have been done him. 

All theſe conſiderations may be ſufficient to let us ſee 
what reaſon we have to be afteQed with a deep ſenſe of 
our ine{timable loſs, and of our ingratitude and other ſins 
which may have occaſion'd it, and likewiſe of our Duty 
tor the time to come. When Saul was ſlain, who was none 
of the beſt Princes, David and the men that were with 
him mourned, and wept, and faſted until even , and he 
compoſed a Lamentation over Sal, and commanded that 
the children of Iſrael ſhould be taught it under the Title 
of the Bow. And when King Joſiah was ſlain, who was a 
good Prince, it 1s ſaid 2 Chron. 35. 24. All Fudah and Je- 
raſalem mourned for Joſiah : and the Prophet Jeremy lamen- 
ted for him, &C. 

Tears, {orrow and lamentattion, are the tribute which 
the Law of Nature, and the Cuſtome of all Nations ſ:cm 

tO 


C43 

to exatt for the death of our Friends, Relations, and 
Benefactors, and then much more for the death of Kings, 
eſpecially of good Kings, who are our civil Parents , and 
to whoſe protection under God, we owe our lives, liber- 
ties, and our well-being : and it can hardly be ſuppoſed 
that they can have any true aftection for his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, who are unconcern'd for the Death of our late So- 
veraign, and who do not give ſome demonſtrations of 
their grief by the uſual and ſolemn expreſſions of it. 

We cannot better expreſs the ſenſe we have of our in- 
gratitude for the bleſſings we enjoyed under the Govern- 
ment of the Late King, than by ſhowing our ſelves more 
thankful and more dutifulin our carriage towards This ; 
which that we may be the better enabled to do, is the 
Principle deſign of the words that I have made choice of 
upon this occaſion , which repreſents to us the high dig- 
nity,. and yet mortal condition of Kings, and the duty of 
Subjects towards them-, T have ſaid ye are Gods, and all of 
9gou children of the moſt High : but ye ſhall die like men, and 
fall like one of the Princes. Ariſe O God, judge the earth, for 
| thou ſhalt inherit all Nations. 

In the words may be obſerved Three general parts. 

FT. Here is the Caracter given to Kings by the Holy 
Ghoſt , I have ſatd ye are Gods. 

II. Here 1s the Frailty of their Condition, that they 
are no more exempted from the laws of death and morta- 
lity than other men. 

It. Here is the duty of Subjects to their Princes 1n 
praying for them, implyed in the laſt verſe, 4riſe O God, 
i:dce the earth, for thou ſhalt inherit all Nations. 

* _ 2. "ihe firit thing obſervable in the words, is the Cha- 

etc given to Kings and other ſupreme powers by the 

120i, Ghoſt, which 1Ethat of Gods ; which implies or de- TG: 
notes 


| (6) 
notes Three things. 1. 'The Original. 2. The high 
Dignity and Sacredneſs of their Office. And 3. The Be- 
nefits of their Government. 

x. Kings are calPd Gods in refpeCt of the Original of 
their Power, which is from God. This appears both 
from the expreſs teſtimony of Scripture, and the account 
which is there given of the original of all Government, 
thatit was immediately from God and Nature , and that 
for the Form, tt was Monarchical. | 

x. Itis plain from the expreſs Teſtimony of Scripture 
both of the-Old and New Teſtament, that the Power of 
Kings is originally from God : By me Kzrgs raign, laies 
God himſelf by the mouth of the wiſeilt King, and Prizces 
decree juſtice, Prov 8.. 15. Andthe Apoſtle St Paul ſpeak- 
ing of the higher Powers, and theſe Powers in thoſe daies 
were Kings, or Single Perſons, ſaies,T here is no Power but 
of God, and the Powers that are, are ordained of Goa,and to re- 
feſt the Power us to reſiſt the ordinance of God. Rom.13.1. In 
deed the Apoſtle S. Peter, x Pet. 2.13.ſeems.to contradiCt 
this, when he calls the Power of the Magiſtrates a Hu- 
mane Qrdinance, Submit your ſelves to every * Ordinance of 
24an for the Lords ſake ; but this is to be underſtood only 
in reſpect of the Subject wherein this Power 1s lodg'd, 
which is in Man, becauſe it is exerciſed by man, but not 
in reſpect of the original or the fountain of it, which is 
God only : and this will further appear. 


* Kring &rgpumivy, Non ideo dicitur humana, quod fir Juris himani, aur 
howines hahear aurhores, ſd quia principatus ab hominibus, & in homines exercetur, 
Sic virga hominis dicitur qua homines caſtigar Deus, 2 Sam, 7. 14. & tentatio hu- 
mana qua eoſdem temtat. Bocharts Erſt ad D. Morlenm. 


2. From the account which the Scripture gives of the 


Original, and Firſt form of all Government which was 
that 


C73 

that of KingS,and that it was from God. In the very be- 
ginning of the world, as ſoon as there were men an it, 
there wasa power exerciſed by Fathers over their chil- 
dren,and an obedience and {ubjection due from children 
towards their Parents,and this power which Parents na- 
turally had over their children extended to life and 
death ; and was the fame which the Magiſtrate now 
exerciſeth over his Subjects, as appears by that law gi- 
en to the Sons of Noah, Gen. 9.6. Whoſo ſheddeth mans 
blood by man ſhall his blood be ſhed: which ſynecdochically 
includes all the other parrs of the regal Power, ac- 
cording to that of the Apoſtle, where he ſays that 
the Magiſtrate beareth not the Sword in vain. This 
power which was firſt confind to ſingle families, and 
to the Fathers of each family, came by degrees after- 
wards to be enlarged over many families; and at laſt 
over Cities and whole Nations, either by the right of 
Primogeniture and Inheritance, or as the head of each 
family pleas'd to diſpoſe of his Domimions, to one or 
more of his children, or for want of children to others, 
or by the immediate appointment of God : and in pro- 
ceſs of time by the right Conqueſt where the War 
was juſt; which are the only ways approved of by God, 
whereby power or dominion over others has been pre- 
{erved ; or can be legally acquired in the world. 

After the Flood we know Noah was the Supreme 
Lord and Governour of the whole World, which he 
divided among his three Sons, Sem, Ham and Fapher, 
and the poſterity ofeach of theſe which muſt have been 
very numerous, while they themſelves were living, 
{ceing they lived'ſeveral hundreds of years, were of ne- 
cefliry and by the Law of Natuze ſubject to the Heads 

of their families,and when theſe died they divided that 
| part 
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part of the world which had been given them by their 
Father among as many of their Sons and Grand-Sons 
as they thought fir;and theſe again did the like to their 
children ; hence 1t came to paſs that in the Land of Ca- 
raay which was poleſs'd by the Poſterity of Ham,tho? it 
belong'd by the right of Inheritance to thoſe of Sem, 
each City was govern'd by a particular Monarch, and 
ine ſame was done in thoſe orher parts of the world, 
which remain'd to Sexz and Faphet,when they died they 
divided their Dominions among as many of their chil- 
dren as they thought fit, allotting uſually the greateft 
ſhare with the Prieſthood to the firlt born,except there 
was ſome extraordinary reaſon for doing otherwile, 
which was likewiſe praCtic'd by their Succeſfors:ſo that 
the people had nothing to ſay for many ages in the 


choice of their Rulers, but they were to be content and 


to reſt ſatisfied in thoſe whom God and the right of Suc- 
ceſſion, or the will of the preſent Governour had or 
ſhould ſet over them : and when this order which had 
been eſtabliſh'd by God from the beginning,was broken 
and Subjets began to rebel againit their Princes and 
Superiours,then the confuſtons that followed made way 
for the introducing of Tyranny, and of all the ſeveral 
forms of Government, diſtin& from Monarchy, that 
there are in the world : there being hardly any Com- 
mon-wealth now in being or ever was, (except where 
the Prince has parted with his right, or where the Go- 
vernment has devolved upon the people for want of a 
Succeſſour)which has not been founded in rebellion and 
built upon the ruins of Monarchy,& therefore whatever 
power the people any where exerciſe under any form of 
Goverment (except 1n caſes above-mention'd) in the 
deſignation and choice of their ſupreme Magiſtrate, 

has 


E&1 


has been acquired meerly by violence and ufurpation, 
And agreeable to the Scripture is the account which 
has been given by Heathen Writers of the firit form of 
Government, which all #zanimonſly agree to have been that 
of Kyngs.('mnes antique gentes Regibus quondam paruerunt, 
ſays Cicero: All Nacions of old times were fubje&t to 
Kings, and ſo ſays ( + ) Halicarnaſſews of all the Cities 
of Greece , that they were anniently under Kings, 
and {o ſay Fuſtiz, Tacitzs and all that ever writ of the 
_ of any pe ple, and of there Government. 
Indeed (" ) Cicero and (© ) Juftin pretend, and others 
have taken it upoa their bare word, that this kind 
of Government owes ics original to the people's choice : 
Quod genins Imperii ('ays Cicero) ad homines juſtiſſimos 
& ſaprentiſſimos deferebatur : that it was conterred upon 
thoſs who were obſerved to be the moſt juit and wiſe 
among the people : Er fpettata inter bonos moderatio 
(lays Juitin) Reges ad hoc fajtigium Majeſtatis prove- 
hebat, an approved moderaiion and diſcretion was that 
which raiſed Kings to their height of Majeſty. But 
this is a meer ſuppoſition without any manner of proof, 
nor is it capable of any unleſs it be borrowed from 
Ovids Metamorphoſis, and that it can be proved there 
has ever been a people who have had no Pareats,but et- 
ther ſprang out of the ground, like thoſe who came 
from the blood of the Giants, or the teeth of the Dra- 
gon, and theſe indeed might be all Levellers or fifth 
Monarchy men naturally:or elſe that the firſt Founders 
of all nations dropt down from heaven immediately and 


(a ) Kargus wir oo a wou mAGE mas kBaoinkusm, Dionyſ, Halic, 
Ailiq. R:m, |, 5, prope firi, (b) Deleg. lib, 3,1. (c) Lb. 1inprincip. 
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ſo formed themſelves into a Society, and pitcht upos 
Kingly Government, as ſuppoſing it the beſt and fit- 
eſt ro attain the ends they propoſed to themſelves by 
it. But is it not very ſtrange that they ſhould all light 
upon one and the ſame form of Government, and that 
this Form ſhould be Monarchial ? Beſides, if all power 
were Originally in the People, and thar naturally they 
are at Liberty to chuſe their ownForm of Government, 
it is not very ſtrange they ſhould nor be ſenſible of it ? 
Was ever any principle of nature ſo univerſally depra- 
ved and obliterated out of mens minds,that they ſhould 
never take notice of ſuck a thing, which is ſo much fas 
1s pretended) their intereſt ? except only at ſuch times 
when it is buzz'd into their heads by ambitious and de- 
ſigning men, who cajole the ſenſeleſs multitude into 
ole Paradiſe, by telling them ftrange ſtories and 
chimera's of Power and Liberty gill they have got their 
turns ſerved by them, and then all the reward of theſe 
poor Drudges at laſt , is to be condemn'd to the baſeft 
ſervitude under the worſt of Tyrants. 

But the conſequences of ſuch a ſuppoſition are ſufi- 
cient to ſhow the folly and unreaſonableneſs of it. If 
the people were at-liberty to alter the Government 
they live under at their pleaſure, (for it is certain there 
will never want a fallicient cauſe if they muſt be the 
judges)what a bleſſed world ſhould we have ? Juſt as it 
was when the Government was ſubverted upon the 
very ſame principles in the time of the late Rebellion, 
when every ſhop-keeper fet up for a Polititian, and 
thought himſelf wiſe enough to Reform the Church, 
and to Govern the Kingdom. This is one of Sol/omor's 


grievous evils, and not to be born, and for which the 


earth 


(11) 
_ earth 1s diſquieted , for a ſervant when he raigneth, 
Prov. 30. 22, or when ſervantsare ſeen upon horſes, 
and Princes walking as ſervants upon the earth, Eeclef. 
I0. 7. But I have proved out of the holy Scripture be- 
yond all rea{onable contradiQtion,that there never was, 
no nor could be, any ſuch thing asa free people in na- 
ture,or a people that were naturally at liberty to chooſe 
their own Government : but that they had a Govern- 
ment impoſed upon them by God, and that this Go- 
vernment was firit Paternal, and then Regular or Mo- 
narchial. And if you deſire to be yet more fully ſatiſ- 
hed concerning the bleſſed Original of that form of Go- 
vernment (which ſome people are ſo mad after, and 
which they deſerve to be plagued with for their ingra- 
titude) call'd a Common-wealth, Solomor (who knew 
as well the firlt beginnings of all Government, as Fu- 
nins Brutus, Plato redivivus, and others of the ſame 
tribe) will inform you. For the Iniquity of a Land, lays 
that wiſe King, many are the Princes thereof. It 1s for 
the ſins of a people when God deprives them of their 
ancient Goverameat by a Single Perſon , and ſets up 
many to rule over th2m, Prov. 28. 2. 

But tho Kingly Government be the moſt antient 
Form,and was inſtituded by God himſelf, yet this is not 
intended to prejudice or condemn all other Forms that 
are now eſtabliſhed in the world : tho God may ap- 
prove of ſuch changes after they have been brought 
to a ſettlement and perfeQion, yet that will not excuſe 
thoſe who were the firſt Authors and Promoters of 
them. In all Forms of Government there is a ſupreme 
Authority,which Authority is derived from God alone, 
nd in that reſpect is the I of God, and exacts 

2 an 
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(12) 
an obedience, from all that are under it, and if it abu- 
ſes its power, is accountable only to God , and there- 
fore they that reſiſt the Power, refitt God, or the Ordi- 
nance of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to them- 
ſelves damnation. And to all theſe ſupreme Powers as 
well as to Kings, (tho to thefe laſt atter a more emi- 
nent manner, andamong theſe to the Þ evil as well as 
to the good, to Heathens as well as Chrittians) ir may 


| be ſaid, Teare Cods. And if God himfelf be pleas'd to 
ſay, They areCods, and all of them Children of the moſt 


High, (which is their Patent under the Great Sal of 
Heaven) what do we think ? Is it not blaſphemy, and 
a contradiCtion to lay » They are the creatures and 
—_ of the people ? "The inference or uſe that I de- 
ſign to draw from this dottrine is this,that as they who 


contend that all power is derived fro the People,would . | 


conclude frow thence, that the people may call cheir 
Governors to an account, or remove them at their plea- 
ſure; or alter the form of Goverment it ſelf, ſo by the | 
ſame way of arguing, if the power of Kings and other . 
ſupreme Magiſtrates be from God, /as undoubtedly it | 
is, )chen it 1s God only, whoſe Miniſters they are, that 
can call them to an account, and puniſh them for the 
neglett of their duty, which will further more clearly 
appear in the ſecond thing implied in the character 
here given to Kings, which is the high Dignity and ' 
Sacrednelſs of their Office. 


* Non tribuamus dandi regni arque Imperii poreſtarem niſi vero Deo. Ille unus ve= 
rus Deus 2 qui nee judicio nec adjurorio deſerir genius humanum, quando velit & 
quanium v-let Romanis Regnum dd rs Qui ded er Affyriis , ve) eriam Perſis3 qui 
Mario, ipſc Co Czi5ri 2 qui Augnſto, iple & N-roni, aui Veſpaſiano vel patri, vel 
flio usviſſimis mper-toribus, ipſe & Domiti.no crudclifſimo, & ne per fing11os ire 
neceſſe fir, qui C: nan.no Chriſtiano, ipſe : poſtatz Juliano, &c. Auguft. de C19. 
Dei, lib, 5. cap. BI» 
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2. As the different degrees and qualities of men 
which there are 1n the World, whereby one man is re- 
puted more honourable than another, and which com- 
mands an awe anda reſpett from their inferiours, pro- 
ceed either from Names & Titles of Honour , conferr'd 
by the favour of the Prince, who is the fountain of ho- 
nour, or elſe derived to them from the dignity of their 
birth : ſo God is pleas'd to ſignify the ſupreme honour 
and dignity which belongs to Kings, and the molt pro- 
found reſpe&t and deference which is to be paid to 
them, by giving them his own name, and owning 
them for his fons, in a higher degree and upon a more 
noble account of power and dominion than other mor- 
tals, in which reſpeQ they may be ſaid to be ina larger 
and a more humble, what is ſpoken of the natural Son 
of God in a ſtrit and more lofty ſenſe, Heb. 1, 3. the 
brightneſs of the glory of God, and the expreſs Image of his 
Per ſoz. All the wit of men and Angels could never have 
found out ſo fit a title to expreſs Ger. 43. 3. theexcel- 
lency of dignity, and the excellency of power, which was 
formerly the prerogative of the firtt born, and 1s nw 
the Prerogative of Kings, and to command the higheſt 
awe and reverence which is due to their perſons, than 
that of Gods, nor durſt any mortal have been 1 bold 
as to have conferr'd it upon them, if God himſelf had 
not. Hence it is that God has declared their Perſons 
to b2 Sacred and inviolable,and when we ſpeak of them 
we are taught to ſay, his Sacred Majeſty, which is a Tt- 
tle that belongs to them by vertue of their Office and 
Commiſſion : and he has built a hedge about them , 
and has threatned, as he once did in relation to the 

holy mount, that whoever touches rhem {hail die. _ 
| £111S 


(14) 
this fear, and awe, and reverence which the King of 
Kings would have to be paid his Vice-gerents by infe- 
riour mortals, is intended to lay a reſtraint not only 
upon mens outward AQtions, but likewiſe upon their 
words, and upon their moſt ſecret thoughts. Pal. 105. 

5. Touch not mine anointed({aies God) and do my Prophets 
0 harm, and Exod. 22: 28. thou ſhalt not revile the Cods, 
nor ſpeak evil of the Ruler of my People. And Eccleſ. 10. 
20, Curſe not the Kjng no not in thy Thought. And 
all this Holy men of God in all ages have thought 
it their duty religiouſly to obſerve, when they have 
had the greateſt provocations and the moſt plauſible 
pretenſes to a@ otherwiſe. If it had been lawful upon 
any pretence whatſoever for ſubjets to lift up their 
hands againft their lawful Soveraigns, David of all men 
that ever lived had the faireſt plea tor it. He had often 
ventured his Life tn the ſervice of his Prince and Coun- 
try, he had fought ſeveral Battles with the greateſt 
ſucceſs, when the glory of the Vitory had been owing 
to his fingle courage, and conduct, and when his only 
crime was, that the People were ſenſible of his merits, 
and ſung in their Dances , Saul hath flain his Thouſands, 
and David his tex Thouſands. For this he falls from his 
Princes favour,and no means or endeayours left unat- 
tempted to take away his life. And then add to alltheſe 
provocations that he was anointed King himſelf, and 
{o might ſcem to be diſcharged from any bonds of duty 
or allegiance.Nay further, providence it ſelf ſeemed to 

favour the lawfulneſs of his revenge, and reſiſtance, by 

giving him ſeveral oportunities at once of freeing him- 

telf from his enemy and of aſcending the Throne, 

which were all fo many temptations of Gods ſending 


ON. 


C15) 
on purpoſe to exetciſe and make glorious the vertues of 
his ſervant, and to recommend him to all poſterity , to 
the end of the World, as an example of the moſt invin- 
cible patience, ſubmiſſion, and loyalty to his lawful 
(tho an unthankful and wicked Prince : as appears by 
his behaviour under all the above menciozas CIrcum- 
ſtances. x Sam. 24, 5, 6.: He does but cut of the skirt 
of Sauls garment and his heart preſently ſmites him 
for it. And when the men that were with him would 
have had him to have killed Sal, he condemns the mo-« 
tion as utterly unlawful and tells them, 1 Sam. 26, 9. 
The Lord forbid that I ſho#1d do this thing unto my Maſter 
#he Lords anointed,to ſtretch forth my hand againſt him ſee- 
3ng he ts the Lords anointed. And at another time when 
' Saul, and thole that were with him were fallen into a 
dead fleep from the Lord , and oy defired David's 
permiſſion to ſmite him with his ſpear, that he would 
not need to makea ſecond thruſt at him: David tritly 
commands him not todo it. Deſtroy him not, for who 
can ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Lords anointed and be 
euiltleſs : and then he calls to Abzer, Saul's General,and 
upbraids him for his negligence that he did not take 
more care of his Maſter. And what did the Amelekite 
get for his news that he was the man who had lain 
Saul, After David had teſtified his grief, and his ab- 
horrence of the Fact , commands the Meſſenger to be 

ut to death, becauſe his own month had teſtified againſt 
ou , ſaying T have flain the Lords Anointed. 

And what was thus taught and practiſed concerning 
the reverence due to Kings, and the unlawtulnels of 
offering any violence to their per{-ns, in the Old Telta- 
ment, has been likewiſe taught and practiced by 
our 


(15) 
by our Saviour and his Apoſtles in the New, and by 
the Church of Chritt for + 600. years at leaſt ſucceſlive- 
ly, without any diſſent or interruption. Rexder unto 
Ceſar ({aies our Saviour) the things that areCaeſars: and 
when he could have commanded more than 12. Legi- 
ons of Angels to have come to his reſcue, if he had 
thonght reliſtance lawful, he patiently ſubmits, and ac- 
knowledges that Pz/ate tho a heathen had his power 
from God, John 19. What need I tell you of the The- 
ban Legion fo renowned in the Hiſtory of the Church, 
under Maximianus the Emperuur , who ſuffter'd them- 
ſelves every man of them to be cut in pieces, rather 
than to ſacrifice to Idols? None of them offering, in 
that great advantage which they had of number, ſo 
much as to lift up his hand, except it was in prayer to 


God, and all this (ir is ſaid) they did according to the 


DoQrine of Saint Parl : and for the carriage of the 
Chriſtians under the Apoſtate Ful;az, who ſtudied all 
the waijes immaginable to extirpate Chriſtianity out of 
the world, tho his Army conſiſted moſt of Chriſtians, 
yet they had armes for him, but none againſt him, and 
who by their Prayers and tears , ( the only armes al- 
lowed a Chriſtian in ſuch caſes) diverted many of his 
damnable counſels and deſigns. 

The Chriſtians of thoſe times had not yet learnt 
to fight for their Religion, or to enter into Co- 
venants and Afſociations for the defence of it , or 
rather under the pretence of Religion to gratify their 
revenge , covetouſneſs, or ambition. 'They were 


* B. T:ylor DoF, Dubit, lib, 3. p4g. 154: 


'The 


CRE 1 

the (a) Biſhops of Rome that firſt taught ſubjeQs 
to rebel againtt their Princes. And from them (6b; 
others who profeſs to be of another Communion 
have taken up the ſame dofrine and praftices, and 
juſtify ( tho upon different principles ) the lawful- 
neſs of excommunicating, depoſing , and of deſtroy- 
ing their Princes, and of diſinheriting the right 
Heir, to preſerve their Religion , as if God could not, 
or would not take care of his Church, without their 
wickedneſs, who think it (c) lawful and meritorious 
#0 do evil that good may come of it, whoſe damnation ts 
Jt. How far ſuch perſons are from being Saints, (and 
yer they would be thought to be the only Saints) what 

th been already ſaid may be ſufficient to ſatisfy any 
conſidering perſon ; and will further appear from what 
the Apoſtles every where inculcate concerning the Du- 
ty we owe to Kings,and other ſupreme Powers, that it 
15 not only unlawful to reſiſt,8& that for conſcience ſake, 
as well as for wrath, or fear of puniſhment, but that it 
is not lawful to ſpeak evil of them ; and it is made the 
charaQer of (d) thoſe whoſe judgement of a long time ling- 
reth not, and whoſe damnation flumbreth not, that they are 


preſumptuons, (e) ſelf-willed,and are not afraid to ſpeak = 
D 0 


(4) Nos SanQorum Prxdeceſſorum Natura tenentes, cos qui excommunicatis 
fidelirare aur ſacramento conſtrigi ſunt Apoſtolic authoricate A juramento abſolvi- 
musz . &c...Gr egor. VII. Cauſe. 15. q. 6. Juris Canon, & trb, Il. Epiſcopo Va 
picenſ. Juraros milites (inquit) Hugoni Comiri ne ipfi quamdiu excommunicitus eſt 
ſerviant prohibero. Et 1a Decretal. 1e Hereticis, £10. 16. Abſoluros ſe noverinc 
2 debiro fideliratis Domini & rotius obſzquii quicunque lapſis manifeſts in herefin ali» 
quo paRto quacunque firmitare vallato tenebantur obſtriti. Of the eff cis of this 
dofrine in the Rebellion rais'd againſt Henry IV. and bis depoſition and imoriſon- 
ment by bis own Son, at the infligation of Pope Greg. V11. ttrban, IT. and Paſchal 
Il. ſee an account in Hadr. Sarav. de Imp:r. Auth. lib. 3. cap. 42+ &c+ Balzus in 
vit. Greg. VII. &c. (b) Vid. Judicium & Decretum Univer! Oxon. Julii 2101683. 
contra quoſdam pernicioſos' libros & Propoficiones impiaz, &c- (Cc) Rom. 2.8. 
(d) Rom. 1. (2) x Pet. 3, 
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of Dignitties : whereas Angels that are greater in power and 
might, bring not a railing accuſation againſt them before the 
Lord. Nay Michael the Archangel would not bring a rail- 
ing accuſation againſt the Devil, but only ſaid, the Lord ve- 
buke thee, becauſe he had once been a ſpirit of a ſuperiox 
order. From all which my deſign 1s to poſſeſs you with 
ſuch dutiful and awful apprehenſions of Kings , and e- 
ſpecially of Him whoſe natura! born ſubjects you are, 
{o as not to ſpeak, or ſo much as to think , and then 
much leſs to aR, any evil againſt him, which the very 
Title that God beſtowes on them in the words does im- 
ply and require of you. 

. The Third and laſt thing implied in the cha- 
rater of Gods here given to Kings by the Holy Ghoſt, 
is the benefits of their Government. 

As in God we live, and move, and have our being, ſo 
next under God we owe the ſafety and preſervation of 
our lives, our liberties, our eſtates, and all the bleſſings 
we enjoy, together with the free exerciſe of -our Reli- 
gion to the protection and good Government of wife 
and religious Princes, Upon which account moſt of 
the Titles that are given to Kings by the Holy Ghoſt 
in Scripture,are taken from their great uſefulneſs to the 
publick. They are call'd Lam.4.20. the breath of our no- 
ftrils, to denote the neceſſary dependance which the 
welfare of the SubjeQs have upon their ſafety and 
preſervation. 'Fhe phraſe is borrowed from Geyz. 2. 7. 
where God when he created man is ſaid to have breath'd 
into his oft rils the breath of life , and ſo man became a 
living ſoul; which expreſſion,as denotes the original of 
their power that it is from God, ſo likewiſe the benefits 
of tacir Government, that as the natural body without 

the 


£391 
the ſoul and ſpirit is dead, fo the body politick without 
the Prince who 1s the civil head is dead alſo. The head 
being the fountain of life , andof all the operations of 
the ſoul,and communicates life and vigour through the iT; 
whole body, and to every member of it. "There 1s ano- 8; 
ther tranſlation which renders the phraſe inſtead of {p:- bf 
ritas uarinam the breath of our noſtrils, /amer facie the 
light of our countenance, which is of the ſame impor- 
tance with the former, and intimates to us, that as the 
lun,and other celeſtial bodies, by their light &gentle in- 
fluences impregnate the earth,and revive the drooping 
face of Nature , after their winters abſence at the re- F 
turn and revolution of the year and ſpring ; ſo the «| 
Prince like the Sun in the firmament of his glory, diffu- | 3 
ſes the enlivening beames of his Majeſty , to all thoſe % Þ 
who are under the influences of his Government: as the fs oh 
Pfalmiſt expreſſes the dependance of the creatures upon 
God, Thou hideft away thy face, they are troubled, thou 211, 1,4. Ih 
takeft away their breath, they dye, and return to their aut. 29: E | 
For the ſame reaſon likewiſe of the great uſefulneſs 
and neceſlity of Kings and ſupreme Governours to pre- 
ſerve the peace and welfare of their people, they are 
call'd, the Shields, the Bars, the Foundations, and the v7;..-, ,. 
Healers of a Land,as without whom it is impoſſible any £7: 2: 5. 
Nation could be ſupported or preſerved from certain j/:"."- wy. | 
ruine and deſtruQtion,either by forreign Invaſions,or in- | | 
teſtine Commotions. And therefore 1t was no comple- 
ment which the men of Davzd paſt upon him, when 
they told him , Thou art worth ten Thouſand of us, in rel- + $:9.18.2, 
pect of the loſs which the Kingdom was like to ſuffer if 
he was taken away. And when he was in danger of 
loſeing his life by one of the Sons of the Giant, and was 
D 2 reſcued 
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( 20 ) 
reſcued” by Abiſhat his Siſters Son, Al the men of Da-' 
vid come to him, and ſwear to him, ſaying, Thouſhalt no 
ow go _ with us to Battle, that thou quench not the light 
of Tirael. : 
TN orare we to think that all theſe appellations belong 
only to good Kings, tho to thoſe in a more eſpecial 
manner, but even to the worſt that ever reigned, if we 
compare the benefits-of a bad Government, with the 
miſeries of Anarchy and confuſion ; of which the ſtate 
of Rome under Nero, and immediately after his death,. 
isan Example beyond all exception, there being more 
blood of the Citizens fpilt in a few Months after Nero 
was kill'd,than there had been in all the fourteen years 
of his reign.. And therefore there cannot a more dreas- 
ful judgment befal a people than to be left * without a 
Head, tho, he be never ſo wicked or cruel ; and for 
every one to. beat liberty, to do that which rs right 1n. 
his own eyes : for then the weak will certainly become 
a prey to the ſtrong, and inſtead of one Tyrant, there 
w1ll be a Thouſand :which was ſometimes the unhappy 
condition of the Jewiſh Common-wealth, as is obſer- 
ved Jad. 17. 6. andin other places of that Book.1z thoſe- 
aays there was no-King inV{rael,aud every one did that which 
was right in his own Eyes. And ſoTI proceed to the ſecond. 
rhing to be conſider'd in the words, viz. the frail con- 
ation of Kings, notwitſtanding all their great Prero- 
gatives above other men, they are ſubje& to the ſame 
common laws of death and mortality with the reſt of 
mankind. [ have ſaid -ye are Gods, and all of you children 
If the moſt High, but ye ſhall dye like men, and fall like one: 
2f the Princes, | 
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IT. Tho Kings are Gods, yet they are but mortal 
Gods : they are call'd ſo in re{peC of their Office, and 
not of their nature,which is the ſame with other mens, 
compounded of the ſame periſhable materials, and as 
liable to the ſtroak of death as the meaneſt of their ſub- 
jets,and in ſome reſpeCts may be ſaid to he more mor- 
tal. They have more enemies,and are expoſed to great- 
er dangers than private perſons. The Hiſtories of all 
Nations abound with examples of Princes, who have 
loft their lives either in forreign wars, or by the treche- 
ry of their own ſubjeQs. 

In the Sacred Story how many of the Kings of Iſrael 
and Judah, do we read of that died a violent death, as 

; Saul, Ahab, Foram, Ahaziah, Amaziah, Joſiah,and many 
others, and among thoſe, ſome that were excellent Prin- 
ces, as the two laſt mention'd, ſuch as in the tile of the 
Holy Ghoſt , did that which was right in the ſight of 
the Lord, and yet as David ſpeaks in relation to Sax, 
not without ſome admiration at the wonderful provi- 
dence of God, in ſuffering ſuch things to happen , all 

: _ fell by the ſword, as if they had not been anointed 
with ol. | 

banks Roman + Hiſtory it is to be obſerved that of 
the Forty Emperors , between Frlins Ceſar and Con- 
ftantine the Great,there were but Ten that died in their 

beds, and of theſe that did, not one but was endanger'd 
by more then one canſpiracy. || And the ſame might be 
obſerved, tho perhaps not in ſo great a proportion, from. 
the Hiſtories of our own and other Nations, of wii 
we have a ſad inſtance, yet freſh in the memories ot 
ſome of you who now hear me, I mean the Murder ot 
* Dre Meggot, Ser, 4903 30. Jane. Page 19. * Vid. Heedor Boethi4s, "Ui 
tha 
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| ( a2 ) 
that incomparable Prince, King Charles the Mart; r, of 
glorious and immortal memory. 

But tho Princes may ſometimes eſcape a violent, yet 
they mult certainly yeild at laſt to a natural death. 
What's become of all thoſe'mightyMonarchs of the A(- 
ſyrian, the Perſian, the Grecian, and Roman Empi- 
ers, they who ſubdued Nations, and obtained the 
name of Great, and Conquerors, and made the inhabi- 
tants of the earth tremble for the fear of them. All their 
glory , and their numerous armies were notable to ſe- 
cure them from the ſtroak of death. : 

But what need we go any further for an example that 
Kings are mortal, than the death of our late moſt Gra- 
cious Soveraign of bleſſed memory. If power, if 
greatneſs, nay if goodneſs it felf, or if the loye and 
prayers of his ſubje&s, could have preſerved him 
alive, we had ſtill enjoyed the benefits of his happy 
raign over us, but we did'not know how to yalue the 
bleſſing of having ſuch an excellent Priace, and there- 
fore 1t was but fit and juſt for God to deprive us of him. 
When death comes he makes no diſtinction of the great * 
or of the mean,of the honourable or of the vile,of good 
Princes, or of Tyrants, but Crowns and Scepters muſt 
give way, as well as the ſpade and mattock , and be 
all tumbled together in one common heap. For,Gen. 3. 
19. they were all taken out of the ſame earth, and duſt they 
are, and unto duſt they muſt return. 

But this is ſo plain a truth,confirm'd by the univerſal 
experience of all Nations,that Kings mult die like other 
men, that none can make any doubt of it, and there- 
fore it may ſeem needleſs to inſiſt or put any extraor- 
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( 23 ) 

the Holy Ghoſt in the words takes ſuch particular no- 
tice of it; for tho nothing be more certain, nor can they 
be ignorant of it themſelves , that Kings and Princes 
mult die, as well as other men, yet they are apt ro for- 
\ get it, and have more need to be put in mind of it than 
others. The glories of their ſtate,the adorations which | Þy 
are paid them, the humble addreſſes and ſupplications wn. 6 | 
that are made to them, their great an unaccountable i 
power, and the flatteries of thoſe that are continually 
about them, do commonly blow them up into a vain 
and foohiſh opinion of themſelves, that they begin to 
think, they are ſomething more than other men ; and 
ſome have been fo vain as to believe themſelves to be al 
Gods indeed, and * have commanded that divine hc- bh 
*  nours ſhould be given them by their Subjects. Alexan- | \N 

_ ger's great ſucceſs and victories made him forget him- 

ſelf, and to difown his true Father, but he muſt be 

call'd the Son of Jupiter Hammoz, and would rather 

bring a ſcandal upon his Mother (which * ſhe reſents in 

a letter to him) than not have the reputation of being 

deſcended from a God, and to be thought a God him- 

ſelf. Some ſuch lofty thoughts Nebuchadrezzar muſt 

have had of himſelf, when he walkt in the Palace of 

| the Kingdome of Babylon, and diſcourfed thus to him- 
ſelf. Is not this great Babylon that I have made for the houſe , 14 | i 
of the K.inzdome by the might of my Power, and for the hon- | i | 
our of my Majefty ? And had not Herod the fame extra- 19 
vagant opinion of himſelf, when he was arrayed in his 
Royal Apparel, and was fate upon his Throne, and 
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made an Oration to the People, and they gave a ſhout. 
++ £2:3;, ſaying, It i the voice of a God, and not of a man. And did 
not the event ſhew that he was well pleas'd with the 
acclamation, for immediately the Angel of the Lord 
{mote him, becauſe he gave not God the Glory, and he was 

eaten up of Worms. | 
'There are innumerable examples of the like nature to 
be met with in Hiſtory, which ſhows the great need 
thar Princes have to be put in mind of their mortality, 
therefore it is recorded to the immortal praiſe of Philip 
* lan King of Macedon, * who by being ſenſible of his morta- 
Hifor. Uh. lity ſhewed himſelf a much wiſer man than his Son 4- 
*%647-15* lexander, in deſiring to be thoughr a Gad, that he or- 
der'd one to come every morning to his Bed,and to call 
out to him three times, Philippe, homo es, Philip re- 
member thou art a man: and the Pfalmiſt prayes to 


God to put the Heathen in mind that they may know 
themſelves to be but men. | | 
The conſideration that Prinees are mortal,as well as 
other men, will afford ſeveral uſeful inferences, in rela- 
tion to themſelves and others. 
x. In relation to themſelves, to ſtir them up te 
confider whoſe Miniſters _ are, and that tho _ 
) 


are not accountable to their ſubjeQs for their good or 1 
Government, yet:they muſt give an account thereof to 
the great Judge of the world. On the one hand, the 
have the certain expeation of the judgment of God, 
to deter them from doing any thing contrary to their 
duty, or to the laws of God ; for there is no reſpeX of 
perſons with God, but Kings as well as others muſt ap- 
pear before the Judgement ſeat of Chriſt, to give an ac- 
count of the things which they have done in the body, 
whether 
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(25) 
whether they be good, or whether they be evil ; and if 
they have done ill,they ſhall no more be favour'd than 
the meaneſt ſinner, but the greatneſs of their quality 
will expoſe them to a proportionable degree of puniſh- 
ment, for mighty offenders, ſaies the wiſe Man, W:/4.6. 
6. ſball be mightily tormented: and Tophet is ordained of 
old, fates the Prophet, 1/a. 3o. 33. Tea for the King it 75 
prepared, he hath made it deep and large, the pile thereof is 


fire and much wood, the breath of the Lord like a ſtream of 


brimſtone ſhall kindle it. And as the conſideration of 
death and mortality ought to ſtrike a terrour into evil 
Princes, ſo it affords matter of joy and comfort to the 
go00d, for Rev. 14. 13. when they dye they reſt from their 
labours, and their works follow them. Then will all their 
Cares, and their Troubles, the Plots and the Conſpira- 
cies, which have been carrying on againſt them while 
they were in the world, beat an end ; and the good 
they have done, as it is of a more vniverſal concern, 
than can come within the ſphere of private Perſons, fo 
it ſhall be rewarded with a proportionable degree of 
Happineſs. They ſhall as far out-ſhine others in glory 
hereafter, as they were placed above others in dignity 
here : and tho they are taken from a corruptible and 
tranſitory Crown, they ſhall receive an incorruptible 
Crown in the place thereof, a Crown that fadeth not 
away, eternal in the heavens. 

2. The Conſideration that Kings are mortal may be 
of uſe to other perſons of an inferiour qualiry. I. "The 
death of Kings ought to put us in mind of our own 
mortality,that if God ſpare not thoſe whom he is plea- 
ſed to honour with his own name, and whom he has 


declared to be the ſons of the _ High,and who enjo 
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(26) 
fo many great Priviledges andPrerogatives above other 


men, how can we think he will ſpare us, who in com- 
pariſon of his Vicegerents may. be ſaid to be wormes 


_ andno men? Andif we are continually mindful of our 


latter end, then the conſequence will be, we ſhall never 
do amiſs. 

IT. From the frail and mortal condition of Kings we 
may learn not to put our truſt in any thing this world 
can afford, All the benefits or advantages we enjoy or 
can expect from them, are but for their lives at the lon- 
geſt, which are of as ſhort and uncertain a continuance 
as other mens,and therefore the Pſalmitit exhorts us. not 
to put our truſt in Princes, or in any child of man , for 
there 1s no help in them : and further, if Kings mult die. 
and leave all their Glory behind them, what reaſon can 
any man have to be fond or proud of his honours or his 
riches, or of any other earthly enjoyments and ſatisfac- 
tions, which he holds by no other title than only during 
the pleaſure of the Donour.For when the greateſt King, 
dies, (and die he muſt, and how ſoon no body can tell) 
he ſhall carry nothing away with him,his glory ſhall not deſcend 
after him, tho whilſt he lived he bleſſed himſelf, and he was 
well pleas'd to hear himſelf praiſed. He ſhall go to the genera- 
:104 of his fathers, and ſhall never ſee light. Man that is in 
onour and under ſtandeth not, is like the beaſts that periſh. 

3}. The conſideration that Kings mult dye as well 
as other men,. affords matter of comfort to thoſe who 
live under the Government of Tyrants and Perſecu- 


::. tors. Tho the Plowers plow upon their backs and make long 


Farrows, tho they are not {uffer'd to enjoy the benefit of 
the Taw,or the tree exerciſe of their Religion,tho their 


caſe be the ſame with that of the Primitive.Saints, that 
they 


- 


Cars 

they are forced ro wander about in Sheep-skins, and Coal 
c&ins, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented, wandering in 
deſerts,and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth, 
yet this 1s not like to continue always. God will not 
{ſufter their Perſecutors to raign and triumph for ever, 
they muſt dye and then all their malice and fury 
ceaſes;and then it will be their turn who were perſecu- 
ted for righteouſneſs ſake to rejoyce, and the world 
ſhall lament;and then ſhall the Ryghteoms be glad when he 
ſeeth the vengeance, he ſhall waſh his feet in the blood of the 
ungodly,and then ſhall all men ſay uerily there ts a reward for 
the righteous, doubtleſs there is a God that judgeth the 
Earth. 

HI. 1 am now come to the laſt part of the words, 
which comprehends the duty of ſubjeQs to their Princes 
in praying for them, implyed in the laſt Verſe, Ariſe 
O God, judge the Earth, for thou [Walt inherit all Nations. 
In the former part of this Pſalm to the fourth Verle we 
find the Plalmiſt cenſuring the faults of the wicked Ma- 
giitrates, and withal teaching them their duty, and 
Verſe 5. he ſeems to deſpair of working any good upon 
them, and therefore afrer he had minded them of their 
mortality,and that they mult ſhortly give an account ot 
their Rule and Government to the juſt Judge of the 
world, he addreſſes himſelfto God in Prayer, that he 
would take the Government into his own hands, that 
he would rectify what is amiſs 1n it, that he would pre- 
ſide over all publick Debates and Councels, and that he 
would diſpoſe and turn the hearts of Kings,and all that 
are in authority, as it ſhall ſeem beſt to his godly Wil- 
dom : and the reaſon of this Prayer is given 1n the latter 
part of the Verſe, becauſe to God properly belong uy 
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(28 ) 
the Kingdoms of the earth,and that therefore we ought 
to addreſs our ſelves to him,either to appoint only ſuch 
to rule over his People as-are after his awn heart, and 
will ſeek his honour and glory, or that he would in his 
own good time make them fuch whoare otherwiſe. 
And that this is the duty of all SubjeQs towards their 
Governours whether they are Heathen or Chriſtian, 
whether good or bad, we are taught both by the Prophet 
and the Apoſtle.Fer.29.7. when the people of 1/rae! were 
in Captivity under heatheniſh Maſters in a forreign 
Country, they are commanded by God, Seek the peace of 
the City whether I have commanded you to be' carried away 
Captive,and pray unto the Lord for itsfor in the place thereof 


ſhall ye have peace. And 1 Tim.2.1. Texhort therefore ({ays 


the Apoltle ) that firſt of all ſupplications, prayers, inter- 
ceſſrons, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for Kjngs 
and for all that are in atthority that we may lead a quiet and 
4 peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty.In the former in- 
ſtance we ſee the Jews are commanded to pray for thoſe 
that had carried them away captive, and in the latter 
che Chriſtians of thoſe daies are exhorted to pray for 
PFyrants and Perſecutors, for ſuch were they who at 
that time governed the Roman empire, from whence it 
5 ealy to infer, what is the duty of Chriftians at all 
times, and in all places, and under what ever Govern- 
nent they live. Ifir be their happineſs to live under 
the Goverment of a jult,a wiſe and a merciful Prince, 
ren they are under all the obligations in the world of 
2ratitude, duty and interelt to pray for the continuance 
of Ris ratgn over them : but if it falls out otherwiſe and 
God is pleas'd to ſcourge them tor their offences by ſet- 
ins 1 Lyrantanda Perſectiror to rule over them. Tt is 

{411 


( 29 ) 
ſtill their duty to pray for him, that God would turn his 
heart, and turn trom them all thoſe evils, and judg- 
ments which they {mart under , and which theic fins 
have moſt righteouſly deſerved, and that by reſtorin 
to them thoſe bleſſings of peace,and the publick vrofel” 
{ion of Religion, which they had formerly abus'd or 
undervalued , he would once more truſt them with an 
opportunity of living like his people. 
In this whole Pſalm, which is chiefly direQed to evil 
Magiſtrates , nor in any other place of Scripture we 
hear not one word of reſiſtance in caſe the ſupreme Ma- 
giſtrate did not do his duty. Here is no appeal to the Se- 
nate, or to the inferiour Magiſtrate, or to the body of 
the common people for redreſs of grievances, or for the 
reformation of Religion, or to puniſh the offender. If 
the ſupreme Magiſtrate negles his duty , or as be- 
yond his commiſſion, he offends againſt none but. Ged, 
and is accountable to no other, let his crimes be never 
ſo great, or never ſo many. (az) Againſt thee, thee only 
have I ſinned, ſaies the Royal Prophet , when he had 
committed two grievous fins, Adultery and Murder, 
And it is ſufficient that God, whoſe Vicegerent he is, 
will call him to an account and puniſh him, it he does 
any thing amiſs: with this conſideration David re- 
ſtrain'd ſome from killing Sau/, who only wanted his 
leave to have done it , (b) As the Lord liveth, the Lord 
ſhall ſmite him,or his day ſhall come to die,or he ſhall deſcend 


(a) Pſalm 51x. 4. Tibi oli peccavi, Rex enim eras &c. Hieron, 4d Ruft. *. 1 
pig, 224. Of Arnob. ad Pſaln:;4 you Omn's cui fib jugo vivit, cum de iquerie 
peccat D 9, pccert & !22ibus murdiz bc awtem Rex {nb nullo atio, niſi {ib felo 
Deo 29-ns, ipſum foluw ſuper ;oretirew twam metiens !ell Do pecc.vite 5i6 Chiy'e 
fo. .immroſe ce (9) 1 Shs 26: 10, 
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(39) 
into battle and periſh, but the Lord forbid that Tfhouls 
ſtretch forth my hand againſt the Lords anointed. 

The duty of ſubjects, whether confider'd joyntly or 
ſeverally, is to obey in all things lawful , and wherein 
they cannot obey without offering violence to their 
conſcience,to ſuffer. In all caſes they muſt needs be {uh- 
je, not only for wrath , but conſcience ſake. "They 
mult not cnly ſubmit when it is 1n their own power to 
make reſiſtance ( which (c) Bellarmize, the Apoſtate 
Author of J-/;az the Apoſtate, and ſome others impu- 
dently, and traiterouſly affirm to have been the caſe 
of the Primitive Chriſtians) but becauſe ſubmiſſion is 
a duty tied upon the Conſcience, and long-ſuffering is 
a duty of the Evangelical Religion, and there 1s a pro- 
miſe of extraordinary great reward to thoſe who are 
perſecuted for righteoulneſs ſake, and we ought to be 
glad of the opportunity, and to account it an honour 

Philiyr. x, CRATE We are thought worthy not only to believe on Chrift, 
290, but alſo to ſuffer for his name. Rejoyce and be exceeding glad, 
Mathew 5- ſays our Saviour, for great us your reward in Heaven. 
_ All the remedy that is allowed us under the worſt of 
Tyrants 1s to have our recourſe to God, to make our 
complaint to him, and after the example of our great 
Maſter to pray for our Perſecutors, and to commit our 
ſelves to him who judgeth righteouſly, for he has left us an 
example that we ſhould follow his ſteps, who when he was re- 
viled,reviled not again, when he ſuffer'd he threaten'd not, 
but committed himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. 


( © ) Nos contra dicins (/a4uit Bellarm,) eos (id ct, Infideles & Hzx- 
reticos Principes) fuifſ: rolex icos, propterea qued ad eos dejiciendos vires Ec- 
cl:{iz non ſupperebant ; cum Tercullianus ſcribir, juo tempore (id eſt, ſub Echnicis 8& 
perſecutoribus Principibus)f1iffs Chriſtiznos omni bello idoneos, nes iis vim Nnue 
merorum & copizrum defuiffe. Er adit, numeroſiore futſſe Mauris &* Marcomannis 
«tque adeo Parthi:, Teri, Apo!. cape 37 Vide Barcl. Vind. pro Reg cap. 20» 

It 


(31) 
It God did not take care of the wor!d,and igſpire the 
hearts of Kings with wiſdome and other neceil y qua=- 
Izfications for their moiſt weighty employment, we 
ſhould be hut in a miſerable condition : as the Empe- 
rour Maximilian us'd to ſay of himſelf, and Pope Julius 
the Second. * Dex eterne, niſi vigilares,quam male eſſet 
muxdo, quem regimus nos, ego miſer venator & ebrioſus ille 


* Lot 


H: for. Uni- 
verſ. Come 


ac ſceleratus Julins.O Eternal God,if thou didlt nor keep yerd. 


watch over us, how ill would it be with the world,which 
we two govern,l whoam a miſerable Hunter,and that 
drunken & profligate wretch Julius?Let us be but care- 
ful to diſcharge our duty to God,and his anointed, and 
we need not fear but things will be order'd for the beſt. 
It is God who judgeth the earth,and who inherits all na- 
tions, and there 15 nothing comes to paſs without his 
ordering,nor 1s it in any man's power to hinder what he 
has ordered from coming to paſs. Let us give thoſe 
leave to govern whom God has ſet over us,as they ſhall 
think fit, and as God ſhall direQt their hearts ; all that 
we have to do,is to ſubmit and to pray to God for them, 
and therefore I ſhall conclude with that excellent Pray- 
er of our Church tor the King, in the Communion Ser- 
vice, and deſire you to joyn with me in it, which is ſet 
down in theſe words: Almighty God,whoſe Kingdom ts e- 
wverlaſting& power infinite, have mercy upon the wholeChurch 
and ſo rule the heart of thy choſen ſervant F A MES our 
King & Governour that he knowing whoſe Miniſter he is,may 
above all things ſeek thy honour and glory:and that we and all 
his Subjetts duly conſidering whoſe authority he hath, may 
faithfully ſerve, honour and humbly obey him in thee and for 
thee, according to thy bleſſed word and ordinance, through 
Teſms Chriſt our Lord,to whom with thee and the Holy Ghoft 
be aſcribed as is moſt due all praiſe, honour and glory no w a8 


for ever, Amen. FINTIS. 


